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I ARCHI SPACE

WELL OVER HALF OF THE VAST COUNTRY OF SAUDI
ARABIA IS DESERT. THE NEFUD DESERT IN THE
NORTH IS LINKED TO THE RUB’ AL-KHALI DESERT IN
THE SOUTH BY THE SAND DUNES OF YET ANOTHER
DESERT, THE AD-DAHNA. IN THE CENTRE, ON A VAST
HIGHLAND PLATEAU JUST BEYOND THE DUNES, IS
THE CAPITAL RIYADH. THE TROPIC OF CANCER RUNS
THROUGH SAUDI ARABIA AND THERE IS A PREVAILING
DESERT CLIMATE, WITH TEMPERATURES RANGING
FROM 40°C TO 50°C IN SUMMER AND 5°C TO 15°C
IN WINTER. THIS IS THE SETTING FOR A DARINGLY
COMPLEX PROJECT TO CREATE A HUGE BOTANICAL
GARDEN JUSTA STONE’S THROW FROM THE CAPITAL.

© Fabio Luciani.

PAGHERA:
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PAGHERA TAKES ON A NEW CHALLENGE IN
THE WORLD’S DRIEST DESERT AT RIYADH.

The project plans to con-
jure up a park of over 2,200,000
m2 with plants from all over the
world, including examples of
extinct species and those that
have survived evolution and cli-
mate shifts. This unusual gar
den is intended as a gift from
the city of Riyadh to the Saudi King
Abdullah, and it will also repre-
sent a powerful tool for learning
about, and understanding, the
origins and consequences of
climate change and the trans-
formations the world's ecosys-
tems undergo. It will help think
about the choices we will face
in the future and how we can
effectively foster sustainable
development. The heart of the
park will be two intersecting
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crescent moons housing vari-
ous pre-historic ecosystems. It
may seem strange today, but
Saudi Arabia’s swathes of burn-
ing deserts were once covered
millions and millions of years
ago with vast stretches of Sa-
vannah-like grasslands enjoy-
ing abundant rainfall feeding a
network of rivers which flowed
all year round and harboured
crocodiles and herbivorous di-
nosaurs.

THE PAGHERA TOUCH

Paghera reviewed the land-
scaping, together with some
other aspects of the project,
in its final stages of defini-
tion, and decided to soften the
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rather stark, regular lines of
its original design. Looking be-
yond the rules establishing that
the trees and plants are to be
arranged in orderly rows and
regular intervals, FPaghera felt
the importance of establishing
a stronger link with the site and
its surroundings, of respecting
its original settings, and be-
lieved that the key lay in creat-
ing an oasis, one of the largest
in the world. The 4000-space
car park, originally planned as
a standard, open-air parking
lot, was moved underground
beneath an artificial dune over
looking the park. The 50 metre-
high dune will house a luxury
hotel, reminiscent in style to
the desert castles that were
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once home to the aristocracy
under the caliphs. The hotel
terraces will host restaurants
organised under traditional
Arab tents, evocative of Tuareg
camps, with stunning views
over the crescent moons and
surrounding park. The dune it-
self will be surrounded by a sea
of splendid flowering mead-
ows planted with species from
some of the harshest deserts
in the world, most of them suc-
culents, which are used to ex
treme climates and are able to
withstand extremely high tem-
peratures and long periods of
drought. Looking up, the park
can also be admired from the
air, via a 6 km-long system of
airconditioned cable cars offer
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ing a complete tour with stop
off observation points. Set like
a jewel as the centrepiece of
the two crescent moons will
be the Wadi Garden, created in
the bed of an erstwhile stream
whose waters have scoured
a deep depression in the ter
rain. The river will be resur
rected thanks to artificial rain
and the recycling of rainwater
and water from artisan wells.
A system of ocases will be cre-
ated along the course of the
river, providing pathways flank-
ing a series of small lakes, wa-
terfalls and luxuriant greenery,
an earthly paradise in the des-
ert to be enjoyed either on foot
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or using golf carts. The huge
garden will host a number of
pavilions, which will be used
together with the two cres-
cent moons to showcase the
plants, trees and flowers gath-
ered from all four corners of
the globe. Nearby are 150,000
m?2 of greenhouses where na-
tive species will be cultivated.
A 6450 m2 aviary provides an
opportunity to study and ob-
serve exotic species of birds
in a tropical rainforest habitat,
preserving an environment
that is fast disappearing in oth-
er parts of the world thanks to
indiscriminate logging. Then
there is a butterfly garden of al-
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most 5000 m?, divided into two
different habitats: an exotic
habitat with tropical vegetation
kept at a constant temperature
of between 21°C and 29°C and
another one with native butter
flies, trees and bushes. Among
the other attractions is a physic
garden, a pavilion exclusively
for medicinal plants and herbs
from all over the world, and a
water garden with a study of
waterin allits forms, fromice to
snow and steam. Lastly there
is a maze garden with a large
spherical fountain at its centre.
Not far away is the seed bank
which will stock seed from our
planet's plants and flowers.
This enchanted, futuristic bo-
tanical garden, constructed us-
ing cutting edge technologies
from nothing in the middle of
the desert, has all the potential
to become both a valid scien-
tific centre and a popular tour
ist attraction.
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A sort of green, eco-
sustainable theme park where
visitors can discover nature on a
planetary level and find out how
to safeguard our environment
for future generations. D




